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History of CCS Dress Code
2015: 
CHS staff and students work with students at UVA Batten School of Leadership and Public Policy to 
update dress code to ensure that it applies to students equally regardless of gender. This arose in 
response to CHS students’ concerns about previous dress code.

2018:
 School Board issues proclamation that bans students from wearing clothing that depicts symbols 
“associated with racial hatred and violence,” including swastikas or Confederate imagery.



2020 – Virginia HB 837 
"Dress Code Equity Act"
Requires any dress or grooming code included in a school board’s code of student conduct to (Sec. 1):

● Permit any student to wear any religiously and ethnically specific or significant head covering or hairstyle, including 
hijabs, yarmulkes, headwraps, brads, locs, and cornrows;

● Maintain gender neutrality by subjecting any student to the same set of rules and standards regardless of gender;
● Not have a disparate impact on students of a particular gender;
● Be clear, specific, and objective in defining terms, if used; 
● Prohibit any school board employee from enforcing the dress or grooming code by direct physical contact with a 

student or a student’s attire; and
● Prohibit any school board employee from requiring a student to undress in front of any other individual to comply with 

the dress or grooming code.



Compare
Charlottesville-  pages 19 and 20

Fairfax

Chesterfield

Henrico - page 8

Richmond - page 19

Albemarle - page 9

Cambridge

Arlington - page 15

Take a moment to 
compare our policy 
with other divisions.  
How are we aligned?

https://charlottesvilleschools.org/conduct
https://www.fcps.edu/about-fcps/policies-regulations-and-notices/student-rights-and-responsibilities/secondary-quick-guide
https://go.boarddocs.com/vsba/chesterfield/Board.nsf/files/CZDP7U5D7C9E/$file/Policy%204009%20REVISED%2006-09-20.pdf
https://core-docs.s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/3486/HCPS/2812115/24-25_Code_of_Student_Conduct_-_Approved_83__ADA.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1719939297/rvaschoolsnet/ugskbidkwqj1yuxs80ed/SCORE24-25FinalDraft6-13-241.pdf
https://esb.k12albemarle.org/Reference_Library/ESB_Policies_and_Regulations/Policies/JFC.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MaK-4FCMJKB8TBRdOn5Zip-9fDf6IKSW/edit#heading=h.30j0zll
https://www.apsva.us/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/2022-23Student-Code-of-Conduct.pdf


What are your 
concerns?

What problem are we 
trying to solve?

Implications?



Moving
Forwar
d


