
Q and A for COVID Response for Opening of School

1. Will weekly testing continue to be offered?
Yes, the testing will follow a similar procedure as last year. Families/staff will need to sign
up again (even if they signed up for last year or over the summer).

2. Will unvaccinated or not-fully vaccinated staff be required to take weekly tests
again?
Unvaccinated and not-fully vaccinated staff will be encouraged to participate in the
weekly testing program.

3. Will staff be required to mask? Will there be a distinction between vaccinated and
unvaccinated staff members? What about student masks?
All staff will be required to mask inside school facilities, on school buses, and at school
events until the School Board changes the policy. At this time, our community’s
transmission rate is vacillating weekly between “medium” and “high.”  The CDC
recommends masking when rates are “high.” Per the state, we cannot require student
masking except for voluntary measures as part of protocols such as returning to school
following COVID or as part of Test-to-Stay. Teachers can’t encourage students to mask,
but school-wide messaging will encourage masking.

4. Will there be distancing requirements for students?
Teachers and schools can maximize the space available to them, but we will not
mandate specific distances. Distancing is no longer listed among the CDC’s COVID
recommendations for schools.

5. Will CCS continue the weekly public spreadsheet of COVID cases and calls to
families when cases are identified in schools/classrooms?
We will no longer do daily school-wide notifications about routine diagnosis. In the
elementary schools, we will send classroom-level messages about diagnoses. Families
and staff can check the CCS data dashboard to see any daily diagnoses at their school.
If there is a significant outbreak or other information that the school community needs to
know, the principal will make a school-wide announcement.

6. Will there be a push for vaccinating students and staff before school and will there
be clinics set up to promote this?
We have been promoting BRHD and other vaccine opportunities as we learn of them on
social media.

7. What will the quarantine/testing expectations be for exposures?
Fully vaccinated staff and students will not need to quarantine after exposure to COVID.
Non-vaccinated students and staff can continue to attend school following our
Test-to-Stay protocols. The current BRHD recommendation is to get tested 3-5 days
after exposure.



8. Are we still planning on 5 days isolation for COVID?  (The plan that was in place
on how we ended the year.)
This is still recommended for a positive case and then wear masks for 5 days after the
initial 5 days. Remember, the day symptoms appear is Day 0.

9. Will the HR policy still have staff excused COVID leave?
Up to 7 days of COVID leave per contract year will be available for all full and part-time
staff in lieu of using regular sick leave. If this presents a challenge for hourly staff or for
other staff who have exhausted their sick leave who need additional COVID leave, staff
should check with their supervisor.

10. Will we continue to contact trace from school-based testing positives and other
reported positives?
We will only need to do contract tracing when we have an identified outbreak – 3 or more
connected cases such as in a classroom or school activity either on one day or over the
course of several consecutive days.

11. New filters—how often are those being replaced?
City Facilities Maintenance replaces the MERV filters ~every 4 months (~3x per year)
and the Alen unit HEPA filters are replaced 2x per year.  Custodians are responsible for
cleaning the pre-filter in the Alen units.  For specific questions, principals should contact
the Chief Operations Officer.  Replacement filters for the Medify units used in smaller
spaces such as offices are available.  The division is also receiving new HEPA filters
through a grant with VDH..

12. Will the school still provide masks?
We will continue to encourage staff and students to bring masks with them from home;
however, the division will continue to maintain a central stock of masks in adult and child
sizes, and schools can continue to order masks via the COVID ordering process.

13. Will volunteers and parents be allowed in schools?
Volunteers and visitors are allowed with approval and if they agree to mask while
indoors.

14. Lastly, we have received a few questions regarding monkeypox?
We will continue to monitor VHD and CDC data. We attend weekly meetings about
health updates that impact schools and will follow mitigation strategies as recommended
by VDH or other groups.


